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California growers have very few options for controlling Olive Fruit Fly.  
The only insecticides registered for control and available in California 
are GF-120 Bait (active ingredient – spinosad), and Surround (active 
ingredient – kaolin clay).  Of these, GF-120 is the more widely used.  
When growers have limited options and must rely on the same chemi-
cal for control, there is always a chance that selection will occur and 
that the target insect population will become more tolerant of the 
chemical.  Eventually, with repeated use over years, it might be ex-
pected that the population will become resistant and that the insecti-
cide will no longer control the pest. 

Although GF-120 appears to be working well in controlling olive fruit 
fly, a preliminary study we conducted at 3 sites around California last 
year indicated that these local populations have become more tolerant 
such that a higher dose of spinosad (3 to 5 times more) is required to 
kill 50 percent of the population than is required to control 50 percent 
of previously untreated populations from Europe, where GF-120 is still 
not widely used. 

In order for us to expand our study to Solano and Yolo Counties, we 
need to obtain at least 30 to 50 infested olives from trees that have 
been treated with GF-120 either earlier this season (2008) or through-
out the last season (2007).  We allow the flies to emerge and expose 
them to different doses of the GF-120 Bait, then determine what pro-
portion of the population are killed. 

If you have trees that have been treated with GF-120 in 2007 and/or 
2008, and have infested olive fruit on those trees (or infested olives that 
have fallen from those trees), we would like to obtain 30 to 50 of the 
olive fruit fly infested fruit for our study.  We are doing the study at 
this time, and would like to obtain the fruit in November or December. 

Are Olive Fruit Flies Becoming Tolerant 
to GF-120? 

If your trees meet these criteria and you would like to participate in our study, please con-
tact Dr. Frank Zalom, Dept. of Entomology, University of California, Davis by phone (530-
752-3687) or email (fgzalom@ucdavis.edu).  Or Email Carolyn at cjdebuse@ucdavis.edu 
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Update on the Olive Mill Feasibility 
Study for Solano and Yolo Counties 

On Aug. 29 Interested growers first met at Mike Madison’s farm for a “meet and greet” and 
again on Sept 25, to hear about an opportunity provided by CA Center for Cooperative De-
velopment to complete a feasibility study for a cooperatively owned mill serving the region.  
The CA Center for Cooperative Development was awarded funds by USDA Rural Coopera-
tives Development program to complete this study and is coordinating the effort.  A steer-
ing committee, made up of growers, has been formed to guide the study and work with the 
hired consultants. 
 
The reason that this study is so timely is that there is a budding olive oil industry in the 
two counties with more trees being planted every month.   In the next few years, there will 
be first harvests and first presses all across the county with the currently available mills 
being miles away.  This study will look at the possibility of having a mill built here in the 
our own counties and available to all that are in need of this service. 
 
The initial steering committee meeting revealed that we share a number of common goals 
and concerns. For openers, a strong commitment to quality was unanimous. And although 
this feasibility study focuses on an olive oil mill, the notion of a marketing component also 
resonated with the group. Some of the ideas proposed included milling for independent la-
bels and creating regional brands of pooled oil from members.  The discussion covered 
other services that could be collectively achieved in the short run, such as buying supplies 
like bottles in bulk and accessing/sharing harvest equipment.  
 
The feasibility study is a first step.  If it is a success then a business plan will follow early 
next year and finally a working mill by 2010.  Your participation in examining options with 
us is invited. Please let us know if you are interested in participating in the steering com-
mittee or in some other specific aspect of this study.  Contact: Luis Sierra at lsi-
erra@cccd.coop 
 
A survey will be coming to you that will address the needs of the olive oil community.  
Please fill this out as best you can so that the study will have the most current and accu-
rate information to plan for the industries future. 
 
 
 

Luis Sierra, CA Center for Cooperative Development  
Carolyn DeBuse, UCCE Farm advisor, Solano/Yolo 



Olive Notes 3 November 2008 

 



Olive Notes 4 November 2008 

 

 

The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including 
childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, mari-
tal status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a covered veteran (covered veterans are special disabled veterans, recently separated veterans, Vietnam era  
veterans, or any other veterans who served on active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been authorized) in any of its pro-
grams or activities.  University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws.  Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimina-
tion policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Staff Personnel Services Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Drive, 6th 
Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3550, (510) 987-0096. 
Cooperative Extension provides reasonable disability accommodation for those who require such assistance.  To make sure your request for accommodation, please call 530-
666-8143 at least two weeks prior to the event. 

Solano County UCCE 
501 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA, 94533 

Olive Notes 


