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The Improved Yolo County
Master Gardener Website
Jim Fowler, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

A

t last! It’s here! The new Yolo County Master Gardener Public
website is up and running. For months a team of Yolo County
Master Gardeners led by David Studer, have worked to make our website more
attractive, more useful, and more accessible. You can see the results of that effort
at http://ucanr.edu/sites/YCMG/.
In the center of the Home page you will find a brief welcome to the site and
then are immediately given a list of garden chores that should be accomplished
in the current month. This list is accompanied by suggestions for what plants
should go in the ground this month, as well as some ideas about what seeds
should be started in greenhouses or cold frames, and, if you have planted them
earlier, what vegetables should now be ready for harvest.
On the right hand side of the page is a list of free public gardening classes
offered throughout the county by Master Gardeners. The list gives the title of the
presentation and the date it is to be given. Clicking on a particular class will take
you to a screen that has additional information as to time and location. This list
is updated frequently, so check back often.
On the left hand side of the page is the heart of the site for gardening
information, a list of links to other valuable resources on the website. Clicking
on any of these links will unlock a wealth of gardening advice and information.
Get Help & Advice – This link takes you to a page where you will find
out how to contact Yolo County Master Gardeners for advice. Here you will
find their email address, office address, and office hours. There is a link to a
simple form describing your problem that can be filled out and submitted on
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line. As Master Gardeners are also regularly posted at Farmer’s Markets
throughout the county, this page also gives you the location and hours of
operation of those markets in Davis, Woodland, and West Sacramento.
Vegetable Planting Guide – Clicking on this link will download
a printable copy of Dr. Robert Norris’s “Vegetable Planting Guide.” Dr.
Norris, emeritus professor in Environmental and Plant Sciences at UCD,
developed his guide in 1976. It has since been printed several times in
The Sacramento Bee and has been distributed by Master Gardeners at
most of their public outreach locations. This two-page graphic guide,
showing optimal planting and harvest times for vegetables in this area,
has become the “gold standard” used by gardeners throughout Yolo and
surrounding counties.
Free Garden Pubs and Pest Notes – Over the years UC experts
and Master Gardeners have developed hundreds of free publications for
the home gardener. This link will take you to a list of of our most requested
publications. Many of them are step-by-step how-tos. They concern such
issues as caring for fruit trees, pruning roses, appropriate tree selection,
etc. It also provides a link to “Pest Notes,” produced by the University
of California’s Integrated Pest Management, that gives advice on how to
deal with common pests in your garden.

Yolo Gardener – The Yolo Gardener is the public newsletter
produced by Master Gardeners from Yolo County. Each quarterly issue contains a number of informative and
entertaining articles. This link takes you to a page where you can see the contents of every issue since the beginning
of the newsletter in 2007 and, if any of the articles sound appealing, allows you to download its issue to your
computer.
Public Education – This page contains the same links to free public education classes that is located on
the Home page, but in the future it will contain a way for you to suggest the kind of classes you would like to see
presented. So, check back periodically.
Master Gardeners in the Community – Yolo County Master Gardeners are involved in numerous
activities in the community. Their projects include participation in the Yolo County Fair, Central Park Gardens in
Davis, a demonstration garden at Woodland Community College, and a demonstration vegetable garden at Grace
Garden in Davis. This page will detail these and other ongoing Master Gardener activities.
Become a Master Gardener Volunteer – If you are interested in becoming a Master Gardener, click on
this link. This page details the process used to select and to train volunteers. It explains who Master Gardeners
are and what they do, as well as volunteer requirements after classes are completed. It includes information on
orientation and on how to apply.
Garden Links – If it isn’t convenient for you to ask a question of a Master Gardener this page contains an
extensive list of gardening links that even Master Gardeners use to answer their questions. Here you can access
information on integrated pest management, backyard orchards, lawn care, weed identification, native plants,
water conservation, and a myriad of other topics.
Pest Alert! – Frequently California gardeners are presented with invasive pests. This section alerts you
to the latest culprit. Clicking on its link will give information about its appearance, damage caused, life cycle,
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control methods, and what you as a gardener can do to help alleviate the problem.
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As with any website, the Yolo County Master Gardener website is a work in progress. We hope you find it
useful, and we would like to hear your suggestions for improvements. Please send your suggestions and comments
to the Yolo County Master Gardener web master, David Studer, at mgyolo@ucdavis.edu

Grow Your Own Vegetables
From Seed!
Michelle Haunold, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

T

he hustle and bustle of the holidays is finally behind us, and winter stretches before us for another
couple of months. I get very twitchy this time of year when there’s not much I can do in the garden.

But wait! Taking steps toward the vegetable garden you’d like to plant can start right now. This is the
perfect time of year to start vegetable plants from seed. Following a few simple guidelines, you can have seedlings
sprouting in no time!
First off, decide what type of veggies you’d like to grow and obtain seeds. I’m partial to tomatoes, carrots,
lettuces, peas and beans, peppers and radishes. When choosing seed try to find sources for varieties that are best
for your area (contact the local Master Gardeners for suggestions).
There are two types of veggies: “cool season,” meaning plants that will grow and produce when the
weather is under eighty degrees; and “warm season,” meaning plants that need heat to thrive and produce.
Starting cool season plants from seed is the easiest for
beginners, and a great way to include your kids in the process.
These include carrots, radishes, peas, lettuce, and spinach.
You can start these seeds directly in your garden bed as soon
as the soil has dried out enough. These plants don’t do well
transplanted because their root systems are very fragile, so
starting from seed directly in the garden will give you the best
chance for success! Grab a handful of your soil and squish
it together; it should feel like a moist sponge, but should be
crumbly and not stick together in a ball.
Then simply follow the directions on the seed package
for planting. You don’t have to worry too much about spacing;
you can thin out the plants once they sprout. Then proceed with
the proper watering and care as if you’d bought plant starts at
the nursery. These plants should be ready to harvest between
late April to early June!
Warm season veggies include tomatoes, peppers,
melons, beans, and eggplants. They need warm temperatures
to germinate and thrive, so these are the ones to start inside as soon as early January.
Find a spot in your house that is free of drafts, stays a consistent temperature, and gets plenty of light.
You can buy seed trays with covers from any local hardware store, as well as a seed starting mix, which consists
mostly of peat moss and vermiculite. Put one seed in each seed cell and lightly press the seed starting mix over
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the seed, water, cover with the clear plastic lid, and wait.
Your seedlings should sprout in about three to five days.
Keep them covered until you see a second pair of leaves
form. At that point, you can start leaving the lid off (about
one hour a day for the first week, then two hours a day)
until the little plants are big enough to move into slightly
larger pots with a regular planting mix. Make sure to keep
them evenly moist.

Keep them inside until late April or early May,
when you can start the “hardening off” process (getting
the plants used to being outside). Bring your plants outside
to a shaded spot. Gradually increase the amount of time the seedlings are outside, from about one hour a day to a
several hours each day, over the period of about two weeks. You should progressively increase the exposure time
to the sun as well. The plants should be ready to transplant into your prepared garden around the beginning to
middle of April in our area.
Starting your plants from seed is exciting and rewarding, and is a really great way to involve the whole
family in the growth of your garden.

Woodland Community College
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale
Bonnie Berman, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

T

he Woodland Community College Plant
Sale is just around the corner. This event
is more than a plant sale. The Master Gardeners,
the Woodland Community College Horticulture
Department, and the local high school join together
for this ‘must attend’ plant sale. You won’t want to
miss it. The Master Gardeners will have thirty-five
varieties of heirloom tomatoes, and other veggies,
ornamental perennials, and flowers for the spring
garden. The college will have a large quantity of lovely
houseplants for sale. There will be garden workshops
from 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. led by Master Gardeners
covering tomato growing tips, water-wise gardening,
and straw bale gardening.

Master Gardeners Sandra Schickele, Ursula Hartman,
Diana Gomez Neves, Gail Jankowski, and Betty Kaelin
work on plants to be sold at the WCC sale.

In addition there will be a workshop on “Lawns and Droughts.” Talk that California might be facing the
worst drought in a century of record-keeping has some people rethinking their lawns. How can homeowners
reduce the amount of water needed to keep a lawn? Should they consider reducing the amount of lawn space or
would it be better to remove it altogether? This workshop will take a look at these questions.
This event is a great opportunity to talk with Master Gardener’s at their information table about home
gardening questions and chat with the many Master Gardeners who will be in attendance at the event. The plant
sale is a primary fundraiser for the organizations Woodland Community College is located on 2300 E. Gibson
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Road and signs will clearly direct you to the sale.

tidy, but really sterile and harsh. (Both of these pictures
were taken within a two-block area on Third Street, in
downtown Davis.)

Sale dates and times:
Saturday, April 5, 9:00-1:00: Master
Gardeners, WCC and the high school
Saturday, April 12, 9:00-12:00: Master
Gardeners, WCC
Saturday’s through May 10: WCC

So what advice would I offer, especially if
you have already removed the lawn, or are committed
to doing so? The rest of this article focuses on two
important “grooming” activities that will serve you
well, even if you have some turf left somewhere on
your property.

Hope to see you there!

Keep The Neighbors Happy
When You Take Out Your Lawn

Mulching

Willa Bowman Pettygrove, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

B

efore writing this, I gave some thought
to why people in the United States seem
so in love with their lawns. Lawns make sense for a
society that puts such a high value on good grooming
(as in “clean cut”). This might explain the resistance
to taking out turf—even though lawn care competes
directly with other popular pastimes (such as watching
professional football).
Removing turf is a very good thing to do, for all
kinds of environmental
reasons, and it can also
save money (another
favorite pastime). We
were one of the first in
our neighborhood to
take the plunge, and
that was in 1979. But
your neighbors may be
worried that you will
create something like
the photo on the left, which is either a sick rose bush
or some very healthy Bermuda grass, but isn’t very
attractive as either.
Or,
your
neighbors
might
fear that you will
go to the other
extreme, and create
something like this,
which is certainly
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Volunteering in the new UCD native plant
garden has been a learning experience for me in many
ways, most importantly in learning better techniques for
doing many things that gardeners are supposed to know.
In
applying
mulch, timing
is
almost
everything. Too
often gardeners
wait until there
is an obvious
problem, and
new weeds are
established.
A photo from one area of the native plant garden is
quite convincing. Almost a natural experiment, it is
clear that the planting in the foreground (infested with
weeds, and with newly- planted perennials) doesn’t
compare well with the more distant planting, where
mulch was applied immediately or within a few days
after planting. (The red flags in this planting mark
where small plants and bulbs were planted, to be sure
mulch application didn’t overwhelm them.)
A close-up of one of the planting areas shows
mulching at its
best. Care has
been taken to
apply mulch
around,
and
not over, the
young plants.
For shrubs and
trees, mulch
should
also
leave a rimmed ring of soil to collect water. Keep in
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mind that mulch needs to be replaced periodically,
although more course wood-based mulch seems to last
longer. If you see weeds coming through the mulch, it’s
time for the addition of more mulch, but you may need
to do some spot weeding first.

Thinning Fruit and Seedlings
Laura Cameron, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

I

t’s springtime. Fruit trees are blooming and
will soon set fruit. Thus begins the annual
When you remove your turf, you may want to
discussion on thinning fruit trees. On the scientific side,
keep your string trimmer, especially if it is electric. It
removal of flowers or immature fruit early in the spring
might come in handy for another grooming technique
leads to larger and better fruit. On the emotional side,
demonstrated in the native plant garden: shearing grasses
leaving the flowers and immature fruit alone means
and other perennials. The
more fruit. Which is what we really want?
technique is for perennial
Our home orchard consists of persimmon,
clumps that have matured
to the point of losing their pomegranate, blood orange, nectarine, apricot, apple,
visual appeal. In nature, peach, avocado, and mandarin. As home gardeners, we
these plants might enjoy a influence the size of our fruit and crop. Thinning and
restorative fire that would pruning, resulting in removal of excess fruit on the tree
take off old vegetation and allowing a more optimal leaf-to-fruit ratio, will
and stimulate new seed result in a healthy tree and good-sized fruit by better
growth. In our yards, balancing the sun and light. Our battle is to lay aside
shearing and pruning our greediness and to accept thinning as the healthiest
must take the place of fire. thing we can do for our trees.
In addition to clippers or
As noted in the California Master Gardener
a string trimmer, elastic
Handbook, “large fruit grow from flower buds that
cords (a.k.a. “bungee” cords) make it easier to reduce
developed in full sunlight on trees that have a favorable
the mass of vegetation that will be trimmed. The bungee
leaf to fruit ratio.” Dormant pruning followed by
is fastened around the base of the clump (it looks like a
hand thinning will give you good-sized fruit, and
giant pony tail).
will encourage a lot of flower buds next year. When
This picture might be a before-and-after shot, or thinning is not done, the fruit are small, can be bruised
more likely only some of the clumps are trimmed each or damaged, and, if heavy enough, can break branches.
year. (Doing a neat ball like this one takes practice, but The exceptions are as follows: Persimmon – Mature, tall,
can be accomplished by starting off slowly.) Doing a beautiful, and self
few each year might reassure the neighbors that while thinning. The raining
your yard is being maintained, it doesn’t look like of green blossoms
in the early spring
extraterrestrials have landed.
is quite lovely and
Similarly, low water tolerant salvias,
not a loss as the
penstemons, and lavenders may benefit from having
birds, squirrels, and
all brittle, brown, old growth trimmed off. Many other
humans
harvest
drought tolerant plants can be made more attractive by
around
three
dead-heading old flower stalks and seed pods. Winter is
hundred full-sized
a good time to do this.
persimmons each year. This may not be common;
The neighbor in Robert Frost’s poem says, persimmons almost always thin themselves until the
“Good fences make good neighbors.” In fact, the poem leaf to fruit ratio is favorable for supporting the growth
(“Mending Wall”) is about being aware of the neighbor’s of adequately-sized fruit.
point of view, even if it differs from yours.
Shearing Grass Clumps and other Perennials
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Pomegranate –
Mature and self-thinning. The beautiful red blossoms litter the garden floor, and the fruit not eaten by creatures is
full sized.
Avocado – Our tree is about eight or nine years old with a crop of more than one hundred fruit this year
and all full size. Our Bacon has just started producing well; next season will show if we need to start thinning.
Thinning is usually not needed unless there is too much fruit on one branch. Bracing the branch is an option to
thinning. On young trees thinning may be good because very heavy crops can reduce the vitality of the tree.
The rest of our fruit trees need to be thinned for a variety of reasons. Excess fruit can break branches. Fruit
that is so thick that they touch each other don’t grow large, look sickly, and can end up damaged and bruised.
Blossom thinning is an option to increase leaf to fruit ratio, though there is the risk of wild spring weather thinning
the tree even more. As an example, standard apple and peach cultivars require leaf to fruit ratios of 40:1 and 75:1,
or 40-75 leaves per fruit. (Nut crops and cherry trees are usually not thinned.)
To achieve proper leaf to fruit ratio, space fruit evenly, about four inches apart along a branch, or leave one
fruit per spur. Leave the largest fruit on and adjust the fruit to branch vigor leaving less fruit on smaller limbs. It
can take a few years to get the hang of thinning well and thinning enough. It is very hard to see fruit and pull it off
the tree, even with the knowledge that it’s a good thing.
Dwarf trees grow to about half the size of a standard tree. This does not translate to half the fruit; rather,
there is more fruit set on any given branch and must be thinned well.
Thinning also applies to the vegetable garden. Overcrowded plants fight for sunlight and air, and will not
grow as rapidly or reach a good size. Thin out greens, root, and salad crops when they are at the second or third
true leaf stage. Shown below are general spacing requirements for vegetables:
Snap beans		
3” Bush; 24” pole
Beets			
2”
Melons		
12”
Carrots			
2”
Celery			
5”
Chard			
12”
Corn			
12”
Garlic			
3”
Kale			
18-24”
Leeks			
2”
Lettuce		
12” Head; 6” leaf
Peas			
2”
Pepper			
24”
Squash			
48”
Tomatoes		
36-60”
Thinning is touted worldwide for a reason. It’s a
good thing. Fight the urge to not thin and be amazed at
results.
Here’s to a happy and healthy harvest.
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Hedgerows as Habitat

A

Jan Bower, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

hedge or hedgerow is a line of closely spaced shrubs or trees that have been planted and trained to
form a barrier or to mark the boundary of an area. As far back as the Neolithic Age (4,000-6,000
years ago), hedges were used for property demarcation and crop and cattle protection. Hedge use is also evident
in the Bronze and Iron ages, but their popularity was greatest in 18th and 19th century landscape in England,
Wales, and Ireland, which featured elaborate and decorative gardening schemes.
In the Modern age, hedges still have an aesthetic and practical role to secure property, and their ecological
functions have grown in importance. On a large scale, they prevent soil loss and pollution, regulate water supply
and flooding, and even eliminate greenhouse gases that affect climate change. On a much smaller scale, native
plant hedgerows provide a habitat for a diversity of birds, insects, and other small animals. They offer food, cover
for nesting and overwintering, and safe travel from one area to another.
An article in the February 24, 2014 Davis Enterprise highlights a bird study being done on hedgerows by
Karen Velas, bird conservation project manager for Audubon California. Velas is trying to find the ideal hedgerow
that provides the most resources for birds in Yolo County. Her question is: “…would there be as many birds on
county farmland without hedgerows?” Similar studies are being done in other California counties as part of this
project. A quick perusal of the internet shows there are many other scholarly studies being done on the importance
of hedgerows as habitat for wildlife in different parts of the world.
Hedgerows can be composed of a single plant species or a mix of
tall woodland and smaller evergreen and flowering plants. Landscaping
style, climate, and function dictate the kinds of plants used in hedgerows.
Oak and ash trees are the most common tree hedgerows. Other popular
trees are hawthorn, hazel, holly, cedar, beech, and willow. Boxwood and
privet are the standard shrub hedgerows, and they are easily sheared
and shaped to create a border, screen, or maze. In California with its
Mediterranean climate, the Italian cypress and a variety of palm trees
form impressive hedgerows.
Plants suitable for agricultural hedgerows are not always ideal in home gardens, especially some of
the large tree species, such as oak. In planting a hedgerow, consider the amount of space available for the hedgerow
to grow. Select plants that support some pruning and adapt readily to the local soil and water availability. Also
include plants that provide not only shelter and nesting opportunities, but nectar and pollen for as many months
of the year as possible. Here are some examples of how to develop habitats in hedgerows for certain types of
wildlife:
•
•
•
•

To attract California quail, include native lupines (Lupinus) in the hedgerow, which will provide the little
birds with a good forage and breeding area.
To attract butterflies and moths, particularly monarch butterflies, include milkweed (Asclepias) in the
hedgerow, which will serve as host for their caterpillar stage. These host plants can be tucked into the less
visible parts of a warm habitat corridor of California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum).
To attract hummingbirds, choose thorny and fruit-bearing plants, such as roses (Rosa), pyracantha
(Pyracantha coccinea), and barberry (Berberis).
To attract bumblebees, plant manzanita (Arctosraphylos), California sage (Artemisia californica), and
California penstemon (Penstemon) for pollination of wild flowering plants and crops.
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•

To attract songbirds, such as warblers, the flowering dogwood (Cornus), mapleleaf viburnum (Viburnum
acerifolium), and wild plum (Prunus Aamericana) will provide singing perches for their courtship and
nesting activities

Once established, hedgerows need a regular management schedule for watering, feeding, weeding, and
pruning to encourage new growth and to look their best.

Spring Gardening Tips

W

weeks away.

Linda Parsons, Yolo County U.C.C.E. Master Gardener

e have had an unusually dry and cold winter. Our long-awaited rainy days have finally begun, but
signs of spring blooms are emerging just as stormy weather is here to remind us that spring is a few

Our last frost date is about March 20th, which is the Vernal Equinox or the first day of spring. This is
important to keep in mind, especially when determining when to plant your summer vegetables. I will soon begin
to start my vegetable seeds indoors, but will wait until at least several weeks beyond the Vernal Equinox to plant
them in my garden. Now that spring is nearly here, you have a few more weeks to complete your garden springcleaning and pruning. Remember to hold off on pruning your once-blooming spring vines, trees, and shrubs.
The following tips and ideas will help you prioritize your garden chores and possibly discover some new
adventures in gardening.
SPRING CLEANING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Examine trees and shrubs for winter damage. Prune damaged foliage and branches.
If you haven’t pruned your roses and fruit trees, this is the last month to ready them for their spring bloom.
Cut back seasonal grasses.
Do not prune early-flowering plants: rhododendrons, magnolias, camellias, azaleas, viburnum and
forsythia. It is best to prune them after the blossoms are spent, or wait until early fall.
Make the final application of dormant oil spray to all fruit trees before the buds swell. Roses need to be
sprayed to prevent over-wintering insects and fungal spores. http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/GARDEN/
PLANTS/rose.html.
Make final application of copper and Volck Oil to peach and nectarine trees. http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7426.html.
On Hackberry trees with a history of Hackberry woolly aphid infestations, apply Imidichloprid as a soil
drench. http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74111.html
Spray a fungicide to control anthracnose on Modesto Ash trees. http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/
PESTNOTES/pn7420.html#MANAGEMENT.
Weeds are starting to sprout, so take care of them before they take over.
Once your spring bulbs have finished blooming, dead head (remove blossom ends); however, don’t remove
the leaves until they turn yellow. This will help the bulbs store energy for next spring’s bloom. If they are
unsightly, braid them or fold them over and secure with twine, until you remove them in late spring.

FERTILIZING, COMPOSTING, AND MULCHING
Your plants are hungry. Begin to lightly cultivate your perennial garden, being careful not to dig too close
to your plants. Loosen the soil as soon as it is not too wet to work.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add soil amendments such as compost, peat moss, and organic fertilizer.
Roses and fruit trees need special attention now. In addition to organic rose food and soil amendments,
I add a cup of alfalfa pellets to each rose plant. This helps the rose to produce more basal breaks (new
growth) and more chlorophyll.
Be sure to use fertilizer that is recommend for each plant type. In particular, too much nitrogen will make
the plant grow too quickly, producing growth that will not be as sturdy and that is more susceptible to
sucking insects.
Resume your feeding schedule for your lawn and fruit trees.
Fertilize your spring-blooming plants, such as camellias and azaleas, after they bloom and repeat for the
next three months.
Fertilize your houseplants.
Mulch your garden to a depth of three inches. The reward will be fewer weeds and less watering in the
months ahead.

PLANTING
•
•

Perennial plants need attention now.
Remove any old growth.
Dig and divide crowded perennials.

•

Select early-blooming annuals.
Plant candytuft, pansies, violas, dianthus, Iceland
poppies, and primroses.

•
•

Select summer-blooming plants.
Bulbs, corms, tubers can be planted now.
Some colorful choices are cannas, begonias, lilies, and
dahlias.

•

Shade plants include:
Astilbe, columbine, coral bells, dicentra, foxglove,
hostas, nepeta, pulmonaria, and ferns.

•
•

Rudbeckia

Drought-tolerant and sunny-location plants:
Russian Sage, Muhlenbergia, Rabbits Tale Grass, Buddleia, Echinacea, Rudbeckia, Gallardia, Lavender,
Ceanothus, Dwarf Plumbago, and Rudbeckia.
Replace shrubs and roses. Be sure to select these plants with care to ensure they have the correct growing
conditions. Careful selection ensures healthy plants that are easy to grow and maintain. Young plants need
additional water to help them through their first summer.

After you have completed your planting, be sure to lightly fertilize your plants and mulch well. Remember
that plants do better if they are planted at or slightly above grade. If you are planning to grow your vegetables
from seed, begin your seedlings indoors under lights. By late April or early May you can harden off and plant the
seedlings in your vegetable garden. The soil temperature needs to be fifty degrees Fahrenheit before you set out
your young plants.
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DISEASE AND PEST CONTROL

If you have applied your dormant oil and
fungicide, your plants will be off to a good start.
Periodically check plants, especially roses, for
signs of black spot, rust, and mildew. These often
appear first on the interior or lower parts of the plant. If the spring is especially rainy, you will need to be more
vigilant, and either remove the affected leaves or spray more often.
While you are checking for disease, note whether slugs, snails, and earwigs are munching on your plants.
As the weather warms, aphids, mites, thrips, and scale creep into your garden. These pests are usually kept in
check by a variety of beneficial insects such as lacewings, mantises, ground beetles, tachinid, and robber flies.
Many plants attract beneficial insects, including yarrow, alyssum, feverfew, dill, parsley, coriander, penstemon,
and asters.
If you need to use commercial pesticides, consult http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/ for excellent information on
controlling pests and diseases.
LAWN CARE
Lawn is often the forgotten plant and one of the most neglected plants in the garden. Lawn does surprisingly well
if given a modicum of care. Most importantly, it needs to be fed and watered regularly.
• Check your irrigation system and be sure that the lawn is getting the proper amount of water. The amount
will gradually need to be increased as the days become longer and warmer.
• You will also need to raise the mower blade to a height of three inches, as spring gives way to summer.
• Re-seed thin spots in your lawn and begin your fertilizing and mowing schedule in March.
• While it is easier to use commercial fertilizer, applying a light topcoat of compost to your lawn will greatly
benefit your lawn’s growth and health. Leaving grass clippings on your lawn will add needed nutrients, if
you do not mind an untidy lawn. Grass clippings make excellent compost.
FINAL SPRING TOUCHES
• Paint the lower trunks of young trees with water-thinned white latex paint to prevent sunburn which can
lead to borer problems. Stake tall growing perennials and vegetables before they begin to bend over in
late spring.
• In late spring, thin fruit trees, leaving six inches between each fruit. This will help the remaining fruit to
mature properly and will keep the branches from being over-weighted and splitting.
• Deadhead spent flowers to assure a long blooming season in your garden.
• Plant containers with your favorite annuals and herbs.
• Clean and re-stock bird feeders.
• Sharpen and maintain garden tools.
• Hang your hammock or set out your favorite garden chair. Relax with
some lemonade and take time to enjoy a new gardening book or listen to a
local garden radio program.
SPRINGTIME IDEAS
Books:
Trellises, Planters & Raised Beds: 50 Easy, Unique, and Useful Projects
You Can Make Using Common Tools and Materials, Cool Springs Press. If you are
looking for inspiration or a step-by-step guide to create a variety of planter boxes,
trellises, benches, and useful garden art, this is the perfect book. Utilizing these
ideas will help you maximize space, and your garden will be easier to organize
and manage. Your garden will come alive with the use of interesting building
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Stand Up and Garden: The no-digging, no-tilling, no-stooping approach
to growing vegetables and herbs, Mary Moss-Sprague. This book is dedicated
to easier gardening and guides your transition from in-the-ground gardening to
straw bale raised beds. You will discover that this method of gardening conserves
water, is more productive, and controls pests, and that weeds are nearly a thing
of the past. If you visit Woodland Community College, you can observe one
method of straw bale gardening that is becoming popular with local gardeners.
This is a very versatile addition to any
garden.
The Dirt-Cheap Green Thumb: 400
Thrifty Tips for Saving You Money, Time
and Resources, Rhonda Masingham
Hart. This is a well-organized and
comprehensive book. It has everything you need to know about organizing,
planting, and caring for your garden. It is full of practical advice and
useful lists for climate zones, soil types, soil amendments, plant lists by
horticultural requirements, tools, and cheap ways to keep a garden happy.
It comes with an extensive list of
garden resources. This would make a
wonderful gift for any gardener.
Toad Cottages and Shooting Stars:
Grandma’s Bag of Tricks, Sharon Lovejoy. If you are planning on spending
time with a child in the garden, this book contains more than one hundred
garden adventures, including making collections of plants and insects, a worm
house, a solar oven, a fairy garden, and cooking from your garden. Introduce
your young gardener to the wonders of nature.
Radio garden shows and podcasts:
These can all be heard on weekend radio programs, and there are podcasts
available for past programs on their websites.
•
•

• farmerfred.com

bobtanem.com
davisgardenshow.com (also on Thursdays)

Garden Adventures:
Visit your local nursery, attend the UC Davis Arboretum plant sale, and consult garden catalogs or books to find
the perfect plant. Check out UC Master Gardener classes, and enjoy a day in the garden by visiting one of these
local offerings:
• 4th Annual Gardens Gone Native Tour (Sacramento and Yolo Counties). May 10, 2014, 9:30 a.m.-4:00p.m.
Free pre-registration is required. www.sacvalleycnps.org. Tour twenty-five home gardens in Yolo and
Sacramento County. A virtual tour of last year’s garden tour can be found on this website. It is truly
inspiring.
• Annual Woodland Rose Garden Tour. April 27, 2014, noon-5:00 p.m. Woodland, California
www.cityofwoodland.org.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Luther Burbank Mother’s Plant and Corsage Sale. May 11, 2014,
Santa Rosa, California.
http://www.lutherburbank.org.
to the
The International World Peace Rose Garden, State Capital Park,
Sacramento, California.
McKinley Rose Garden, Sacramento, California. Extensive
download at:
renovation of its one thousand-rose-plant garden in 2012. www.
cityofsacramento.org.
h t t p ://c e y o l o . u c a n r. e d u /
The Good Life Garden: Edible Landscapes Garden at the Robert
Mondavi Institute for Wine and Food. UC Davis, California.
Old City Cemetery, Sacramento, California. Saturday Tours. http://www.oldcitycemetery.com.
Central Park Garden 3rd Annual Mother’s Day Tea. May 11, 2014. Davis, California.
www.centralparkgarden.org.
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“Spring is Nature’s way of saying, “Let’s party!” - Robin Williams

Free Master Gardener Classes
Woodland Community College
•
Backyard and Worm Composting: March 15, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
•
WCC Plant Sale: April 5, 2014, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Davis Central Park Garden:
•
Lawn Removal: March 22, 2014, 9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
•
Waterwise Irrigation for the Garden: March 22, 2014, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Master Gardener Hotline............................................................................ (530) 666-8737
Our message centers will take your questions and information. Please leave your name, address,
phone number and a description of your problem. A Master Gardener will research your problem
and return your call.
E-Mail...........................................................................................................
Drop In.........................................................................................................
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